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The firm

Established in 1900, STBB is 
a firm of approximately 120 
business-minded lawyers 
practising from 13 offices 
throughout South Africa.

By understanding our clients’ needs 
and objectives, we strive to deliver 
cost-effective legal solutions for 
all business and personal matters. 
We are committed to developing 
close working relationships with our 
clients, which enables us to succeed 
consistently on their behalf.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more 
about STBB

stbb.co.za

https://stbb.co.za/
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Why was the Development 
Law Unit formed? 

In April 2015, STBB’s Development 
Law Unit (‘the DLU’) emerged. This 
groundbreaking initiative was timed to 
coincide with changing legislation and 
processes relating to land development 
in South Africa. This included the 
commencement of the Spatial Planning 
and Land Use Management Act (on 
a national level) and the gradual 
implementation of the Western Cape 
Land Use Planning Regulations from 
mid-2015.

The DLU was warmly received by 
developers, town planners, and 
environmental practitioners. It was 
also welcomed by the Western Cape 
Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning.
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What is the DLU’s function? 

Through the DLU, we have combined 
various specialist legal fields to form 
a single unit – giving us the ability 
to furnish our clients with specialist 
advice in a comprehensive and 
integrated manner. The property 
development sector in South Africa 
is multifaceted, strictly regulated, and 
complex. Accordingly, the only effective 
manner in which the legal field can 
operate beneficially in this sector is to 
integrate the required legal expertise 
intelligently. This is exactly what the 
DLU has done.

Importantly, the DLU functions as 
a watchdog for our developers – 
from inception of a project until 
successful completion. In the 
process, it strengthens the developer’s 
position. As such, objections against 
developments, review letters from 
authorities, and minutes of meetings 
are strictly scrutinised and advice is 
furnished throughout the development 
application process.

In light of the various specialist legal 
fields represented by the members 
of the DLU, we believe that we are 
better placed and more equipped than 
any other law firm to furnish sound 
legal advice to property developers, 
development consultants (town 
planners, environmental consultants, 
engineers, architects, and others), local 
authorities, and financial institutions.

Typical instructions 

	↘ Advising and drafting of constitutions 
for homeowners’ associations and 
management and conduct rules for 
bodies corporate, as well as obtaining the 
required CSOS approval.

	↘ Registration of non-profit companies for 
homeowners’ associations, if required.

	↘ Advising on structures, exclusive use 
areas, and the phasing of developments.

	↘ Assisting with due diligence 
investigations.

	↘ Assisting developers with all aspects of 
general and special meetings in terms 
of the constitution and rules of the 
association or body corporate during the 
development period.

Legal fields of expertise 
covered by the DLU

	↘ Property law

	↘ Planning law

	↘ Environmental law

	↘ Local government law

	↘ Construction law

	↘ Water law

	↘ Associated legal fields, including 
constitutional law, administrative law, 
and expropriation law

	↘ Commercial contracts
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	↘ Reminders

	↘ eVault

	↘ Resources

	↘ Podcasts

	↘ Cost calculators

	↘ Live matter updates

Stay On track | Secure | Informed

Your one-stop property platform

Scan the QR code 
for more information 
about STBB Direct

STBB Direct

Where is the DLU based?

Although permanently based at STBB 
Helderberg, the DLU does not function 
separately or distinctly from the other 
departments or disciplines in STBB,  
but forms part of any legal team where 
it can add value. The DLU therefore 
renders high-quality, specialist legal 
advice in the field of development law 
in an integrated manner with other 
legal fields  practised by STBB’s 
professionals.

https://stbb.co.za/stbb-direct/
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Publications

Our firm regularly publishes clear, 
practical property law updates aimed 
at purchasers, sellers, developers, 
and property professionals. These 
publications, which include All 
About Property, Conveyancing 
Correspondent, and property-related 
newsflashes, focus on current legal 
developments and regulatory changes, 
with an emphasis on compliance, 
dispute prevention, and sound drafting. 
By translating complex legal principles 
into accessible guidance, our property 
law publications help clients and 
stakeholders make informed decisions 
and stay ahead of legal trends shaping 
the property market.

Bank panels 

STBB is included on the panels of 
various financial institutions:

	↘ FNB

	↘ Absa

	↘ Nedbank

	↘ Standard 
Bank

	↘ Mercantile 
Bank

	↘ SAHL

	↘ Discovery 
Bank

	↘ Investec

	↘ RMB

	↘ Standard 
Bank Property 
Finance

	↘ Nedbank 
Commercial 
Property 
Finance

	↘ Absa 
Commercial 
Property 
Finance

	↘ Absa Private 
One

	↘ Absa Wealth

	↘ FNB 
Commercial

	↘ Nedcor 
Private Wealth

	↘ Reichmans 
Capital

	↘ Al Baraka 
Bank

	↘ Grindrod 
Bank

	↘ Capitec

	↘ FNB Islamic 
Bank

	↘ Old Mutual 

Scan the QR code for 
more information and 
subscription selection

Newsletters

All About Property 
The latest updates on property-
related events, investment 
opportunities, news, and insights.

STBB Pulse 
Legal insights on family law matters, 
litigation, estates, commercial law, 
and more. 

Property Investors Club 
The latest news, property investment 
trends, tips, and opportunities.

STBB Events 
Invitations to special events, 
seminars, and webinars.

https://stbb.co.za/subscribe/
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Cape Town 
8th Floor, 5 St Georges Mall, 
Cape Town 
021 406 9100

Blouberg 
24 Blaauwberg Road, 
Table View 
021 521 4000

Claremont 
2nd Floor, Buchanan’s Chambers, 
Cnr Warwick Street & Pearce Road, 
Claremont 
021 673 4700

Helderberg 
1st Floor, Titanium House, 
19 Gardner Williams Avenue, 
Paardevlei, Somerset West 
021 850 6400

Noordhoek 
4 Carlton Close, 
Sunnydale, Noordhoek 
021 784 1580

Tyger Valley 
5 High Street, Rosenpark, 
Tyger Valley  
021 943 3800

Hermanus 
Unit 3-4, 7 Village Lane, Hemel 
and Aarde Village, Hermanus
028 753 0033

East London 
1st Floor, Block B, 
Chesswood Office Park, 
8 Winkley Street, Berea,  
East London 
043 721 1234

Bedfordview 
105 Boeing Road East, 
Bedfordview 
011 453 0577

Centurion 
F&S House,  
c/o John Vorster Drive & 
Lenchen Avenue North,  
Centurion 
012 001 1546

Fourways 
Ground Floor, Block A, The Pivot, 
Montecasino Boulevard,  
Fourways 
010 001 2632

Sandton 
112, 4th Street,  
Parkmore, Sandton 
011 219 6200

Durban 
Unit 3, 1st Floor,  
21 Richefond Circle,  
Ridgeside Office Park, 
Umhlanga Ridge 
031 583 8060

The Big Small Firm

Let us connect you.  
STBB offers access to a dynamic 
team of attorneys, conveyancers 
and notaries, who are specialists 

in numerous fields of the law.
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A professional at any of our 
branches will be able to 
recommend an appropriate 
attorney / staff member to meet 
your needs, given their area of 
expertise and the location most 
convenient for you.

↘  Full-service conveyancing

↘  Commercial law

↘  Commercial property law

↘  Constitutional law

↘  Construction law

↘  Correspondent services

↘  Divorce, child, and family law 

↘  Insolvency law

↘  Insurance law

↘  Labour law

↘  Litigation and dispute 
resolution

↘  Mergers and acquisitions 

↘  Motor vehicle accident and 
personal injury claims

↘  Municipal planning law 

↘  Non-resident services 

↘  Property development and 
environmental law

↘  Residential property law 

↘  Wills, trusts, and deceased 
estates

stbb.co.za

Big enough to take 
on any challenge.

Small enough to 
make it personal.

Disclaimer: The information provided does 

not constitute legal or other professional 

advice. We accept no responsibility for loss 

or damage which may arise from reliance 

on information contained herein.

©STBB July 2026 

All rights reserved.

info@stbb.co.za

mailto:info@stbb.co.za



