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>> DEVELOPMENT LAW UPDATE

DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS PRIOR TO PROPERTY
TRANSFER

City of Cape Town Municipality Municipal Planning By-Law

In terms of the new planning laws effective in the City of Cape Town municipality from 1
July this year, the City can, on application, approve construction plans before the
subdivision has been confirmed. Developers are at present however unable to submit any
building plans prior to the confirmation, i.e. prior to the first unit in the subdivision being
registered or transferred. The City is addressing the issue.

In terms of the Municipal Planning By-Law of the City of cape Town, an application may
be lodged in terms of section 55(4)(b) for permission to commence construction before the
subdivision has been confirmed.

The section reads:

55(4) No building or structure may be constructed on a land unit forming part of
an approved subdivision unless ...

@)

(b) the City approves the construction before the subdivision or
phased part thereof is confirmed.

In order to address the current concern in this regard, we have been advised that a
special Municipal Planning Tribunal has been convened meeting to assess all the pending
section 55(4)(b) applications .

It is therefore necessary to urgently submit any such application to the relevant district
office to ensure that it is considered when the Tribunal holds its special meeting.
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