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GAS INSTALLATIONS IN SECTIONAL TITLE SCHEMES

Regulation 17(3) of the Pressure Equipment Regulations provides that a certificate of compliance must be
obtained “after completion of a gas installation, modification, alteration or change of user or ownership”.
Therefore, even if a certificate was obtained on initial installation, a new certificate must be obtained if any
change or alteration is made thereto.

The Certificate serves to confirm that the installation is compliant with various safety regulations, including that
the installation had been properly installed and inspected, was safe and leak free. Only authorised persons, as
defined in the regulations, may issue these Certificates.

The risk of injury that can arise if an installation is not compliant is easy to appreciate. From a sectional title
point of view, it must also be taken into account that most bodies corporate have a rule prohibiting an owner or
occupier to store any material, or permit or allow to be done, any other dangerous act in the building or on the
common property which will increase the rate of the premium payable by the body corporate on any insurance
policy. Installation of a gas appliance may pose this risk.

The additional concern flowing from installing a non-compliant gas appliance or failing to obtain a Certificate of
Compliance issued by a registered inspector, means that the insurer for the body corporate as well as the
owner’s contents insurer may repudiate a claim. The financial implications for the owner and members of the
scheme can be dire.

Therefore make sure what the requirements of your own insurance and that of the body corporate are before
going ahead with the installation.

Contact us at info@stbb.co.za or visit us at www.stbb.co.za for assistance.
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